










































































The Gospel Is Good News 29 

Sung, but we believe the love we had shown, and the gentle 
witness we had given, had a profound affect. She was not buried 
in Peking, but in the Christian burial grounds of Shanghai. 



Strength Comes Through Joy 
Nehemiah 8:1-12 

Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength. 
-Nehemiah 8:10

One of the most joyous events to me is when a pastor 
discovers that he doesn't really know Jesus and is not only born 
again but filled with the Spirit. 

Pastor Murray Moreford joined a denominational Church in 
1933 and pastored for forty years. He had no time for people of 
a Pentecostal or charismatic persuasion. Whenever the subject 
of Pentecost came up, he became abrasive. 

But on July 26, 1976, Pastor Moreford received Jesus into 
his heart He spent six and a half hours in his living room waiting 
for the Holy Spirit to fill his life that day. It wouldn't have taken 
so long had he not needed to die inside to all his old beliefs. 

When he experienced the infilling of the Holy Spirit, he also 
received "the left. boot of fellowship" from his denomination. But 
he had never been happier in his life. Quoting the verse, "the joy 
of the Lo�d is your strength" for forty years, he had never really 
experienced it until the Holy Spirit flooded his life. 

"Can you imagine me in meetings like this seven months 
ago?" he asked his wife, Marie, at a Full Gospel Business Men's 
Fellowship dinner six months after his infilling. 

A lot of believers in our churches today, including many 
pastors, are like the people in Ezra's time. The Word of God 
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Strength Comes Through Jov 31 

doesn't bring them joy. They have the doctrine of joy, but they 
don't have the experience of joy. The doctrine is just dead words 
until the Holy Spirit quickens us to celebrate !if e. It is the Spirit 
who enables us to enter into the joy of the Lord. Such joyous 
living is what gives us strength in time of trial to endure, 
persevere, and emerge victoriously. 

















"Don't Wrestle, Nestle" 39 

Spirit. If we will listen and move out confidently on the ideas He 
gives us, He will do the rest. 

I see a great many believers trying to do  something for God 
in their own strength, and little happens as a result. It is a hard 
lesson for us to learn, but we need to rest in Him. In the words 
of Corrie ten Boom, "Don't wrestle, nestle!" 

What are you wrestling with today? 













Vase of Clay-Vessel of Honor

2 Timothy 2:14-21; 
Song of Solomon 2:1 

But in a great house there are not only uessels of gold and 
silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for 
dishonor. Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, 
he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, 
prepared for every good work. 
-2 Timothy 2:20, 21

In England many of the stately homes have been opened for 
public viewing. On one occasion, a touring party was strolling 
through a beautiful castle. They came into the room where the 
family trophies were displayed-swords, banners, shields, 
newspaper clippings, and messages from kings and queens to 
the'. family through the generations. 

As the party began to move into the next room, a little old 
lady noticed a small clay vase and asked the tour guide why it 
was there. He leaned across, picked up the vase and examined it 
carefully. 

"It's just a locally made thing," he shrugged, "a bit bent out 
of shape, and it has a chip on it."

The guide set it back on the shelf and the group moved on, 
except for the lady who paused for a few moments. At that point 
the gardener walked in with one rose in his hand and placed it in 
the vase. 
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The Purpose of Success 
Genesis 37; 39-41:1-46 

The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; 
and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. And his master 
saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord made all he 
did to prosper in his hand. 
-Genesis 39:2, 3

Joseph dreamed of becoming a leader. It was a God-given 
vision for his future. But when he suddenly found himself 
betrayed by his own brothers and sold into slavery, his hopes of 
a great calling in life must have faded rapidly. On the surface, it 
seemed as if he would never amount to anything more than a 
common slave. But when God is involved, our darkest hour can 
become our finest. 

God had a far greater purpose in the collapse of the White 
Front Department Store chain than I could immediately realize. 
Although I had weathered the storm and regained my building, 
what was I going to do with it? In the back of my mind I had 
often seen it as a church. 

I was sitting in Foxy's Coffee Shop in Downey, California, 
early one morning when a young man with a beard, in his 
twenties, walked up to me. 

"You're Demos Shakarian, aren't you?" 
'That's right." 
"f m Jeff Johnson, pastor of the Downey Calvary Chapel," 
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back door bang. Within minutes there was a tumultuous uproar. 
"We found it!" they screamed. "We found the watch!" 
After we moved into the house, we had a lot of boxes to 

thtow out. Monday morning they would have been taken away 
to the rubbish heap. The nurse had looked them over among the 
trash and decided a certain one was the right size to make a 
home for the chameleon. Pulling it out, she heard something 
rattle inside. When she opened it up, there was the watch. 

Rose had put it into that container while she was ironing. 
But she forgot where she had put it and threw the box into the 
wastepaper can. Of all the boxes lying in the rubbish, Mrs. 
Newmann pulled out that very one. 

l don't believe it was a coincidence. Everyone looked so
hard on Friday, and Richard had had such a hard time buying 
that chameleon and getting it into the house. Furthermore, had 
Rose answered the door, she would never have allowed it inside. 

No doubt God could have given us a vision of the watch 
lying in the box, or brought it back to Rose's memory. But He 
chose to answer our prayer through a lizard. Although God 
sometimes uses supernatural means, He usually works through 
natural circumstances. He takes the ordinary, everyday things of 
life and turns them into miracles. 



How to Know When God Leads 
Matthew 2; John 10:1-30 

He who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him 
the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out.· .. and the sheep follow 
him, for they know his voice. 
-John 10;24 

Sir Lionel Luckhoo was Jim Jones' personal lawyer. About a 
week after Sir Lionel invited Jesus into his life, he received a 
telephone call from Jim Jones. An American Congressman and 
other leaders were visiting, and his presence was required since they 
were likely to give the religious group a rough time. 

"I can't come," Sir Lionel told him. "I've given my life to 
Jesus and don't appreciate what you are doing." 

Two years later rny wife and I were in New Zealand with Sir 
Lionel. The auditorium where he was to speak was jammed with 
three thousand people. "When the Full Gospel Business Men 
came to Guyana, I was invited to attend/' he told the crowd. "At 
the dinner that night, I accepted Jesus. Because I was saved, the 
Spirit of God was now working with me. He warned me not to 
go to Jim Jones. Had I not received Christ the week before, I 
would have gone. I would have been dead with the rest of them! 
Thank God that those men came to Guyana, and I gave my 
heart to Jesus.'' 

People ask me, "How can you know when God is leading 
you?" 
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There is a sense in which being led of the Spirit is a natural 
thing for a born-again person. God is spirit, and He is infinite; so 
He wants to tell me something, Rather, the infinite breaks 
through to the finite in a.natural way. It takes faith to believe 
that the ordinary things of life are the leadings of the Spirit. 

When we are in touch with God, He can prompt us to take 
action that can not only save us· from financial ruin, but actually 
protect our lives. We are partners with the One who knows the 
future and can direct us to avoid disastrous situations. 

God has infinite ways to lead us, and He deals with each of 
us·in different ways at different times. He lea� us according to 
what is appropriate for the moment. There is no formula for 
knowing the leading of the Spirit; we simply move forward by 
faith, sure of Jesus' promise that His sheep will hear His voice 
and walk safely with Him. 

Sometimes the Spirit's leading comes as a revelation in my 
heart. I don't hear an audible voice, but I know that God is 
telling me something. Without a shadow of doubt, I know that I 
know that I know. I can't explain it rationally, it is simply what I 
call "inner knowing" -a revelation. 

Much of the time He speaks to me through circumstances. I 
begin heading in a certain direction, but I sense that I am 
bumping my head against a wall. l run·into dead·ends; things 
don't work out. Tilat tells me that I need to change direction, 
and when I do so thinS,$ begin to go right. 

Sometimes circumstances appear to be against me, but God 
gives me a vision of what He wants The to do, so I keep going 
against all obstacles. When I come to a Red Sea which looks 
impassable, it opens. 

God has promised to lead you. Believe that He is doing so. 
Go with what you sense the Spirit is telling you. You'll look back 
and see God's hand on your life. 



"You Are Jesus, Aren't You?" 

Colossians 1 :24-29

Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we preach, warning 
every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jes�s. To this end I also 
labor, striving according to His working which works in me 
mightily. -Colossians 1:27-29

A pastor in Lawrenceville, Georgia, invited James Rogers, 
one of our field representatives from Georgia, to his church. He 
took a group with him to give their testimonies. About twenty­
five persons accepted Jesus and around fifty were filled with the 
Spirit. 

Services were held every evening and on Tuesday a man 
and wife who had been alcoholics accepted the Lord and were 
delivered of alcoholism. On Thursday evening a young couple 
who were heavy in drugs came to the Lord and were set free. 

As James introduced the different speakers he had brought, 
they would say, "Jesus changed my life" and tell what He had 
done for them. After the final meeting, a little girl swinging on 
the sign in front of the church building said something to him as 
he left. Not quite catching what she said, he picked her up in his 
arms. "Sugar, what did you say?'' he smiled 

"I said, 'Goodbye, Jesus,"' she repeated shyly. "You ore 
Jesus, aren't you?" 

StuMed, James put her down and stepped to his car. Tears 
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Wholly New in Christ 
Revelation 20:11-15; 21:1-8 

I will give the fountain of the water of life freely to him who 
thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his 
God and he shall be My son. But th� cowardly, unbelieving, 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers. idolaters, and· 
all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death. 
-Revelation 21:6-8

Sometimes we have as many as five thousand telephone 
calls in one night respond to the Good News/ telecast. I want to 
teU you about a powerful testimony that was given by a 
Canadian named George Godkin. 

George is a big subdivider in Canada. When I met him that 
evening he was terribly burned. 

"What happened to yau, George?" I probed. 
"My house was on fire and my daughter was trapped 

inside," he related. "I had to run through the fire three times to 
find her. Finally 1 was able to bring her out safely. But sixty-five 
percent of my body was burned.'' 

His ears had been burned off completely. 
"1 was dying as the ambulance rushed me to the hospital," 

he continued. "In that moment of death Jesus stood at the foot 
of my bed and looked at me. I had never accepted Him as my 
Savior, but with tears I said, 'Lord, I'm sorry, please save me."' 
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